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Craig F..»Wélken' Berkshire Eagle Staff

Winning Viking women at yesterday’s Housatilla Float, front to back,
are Cheryl Hutto, Robin Sterling, Belle Fox-Martin and Pat Pixley.

By Mary-Jane Tichenor
Berkshire Eagle Stafl

GREAT BARRINGTON — A steady
downpour didn’t dampen the fun for
participants and spectators yesterday at
the very first Housatonic River Flotilla,
which started on the river banks adja-
cent to Searles Middle School on Bridge
Street.

Trees on the river bank provided nat-
ural umbrellas, and no one got- sun-
burned.

Rachel Fletcher and Genie Stevens
were at the school by 8 to direet volun-
teers — more than 100 of them — who
were preparing for the event to cele-
brate the entire community and its link
to the river. j

“Bernard Kirchner, chief boat mar-
shal, set up the staging and rigging, no
easy job,” Fletcher said. Kirchner is a
member of the South County Paddlers, a
recreational group that takes canoe trips
on the river, which now is “fine for
canoeing,” Fletcher said. Kirchner will
lead a river-bottom cleanup to remove
the debris that the canoers saw. The
clean-up will be from 9 to 1 on Aug. 10.

Fletcher, a theater designer, has been
in Great Barrington for 10 years and
organized the original series of river
bank cleanups in the town with Glen
Chamberlin.

Performing artists, businesses, envi-
ronmentalists and just plain private eit-
izens entered 49 decorated canoes, rafts,
rowboats, kayaks and a solar boat as a
tribute to the river, which connects most
of Berkshire County and prompted the
founding of the town of Great Barring-
ton.

Sheila Moede, Jim, Arlee and So
Happy Davids, representatives of the
Mahican Indians, returned to Great
Barrington from Bowler, Wis., to lead
the flotilla. The Mahican or River In-
dians, who controlled the Housatonic
river basin in the South Berkshires from
at least 3,000 years ago, gave the river its
name. It has been variously translated as
“place beyond the mountains” and “land
of the moving waters.”

Paul Guyler of Sheffield directed traf-
fic around the school’s circular drive,
reserved for participants, and showed
others where to park.

Volunteer Barbara Syer laced on her
high L.L. Bean rubber boots toc man her
station at the water’s edge.

By noon, some floats already were in
the water. One consisted of a T7-foot, 8-
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own to the river in ships —

and canoes and so on

Craig Iker.f Berksr;lre Eaglé Staff
Members of Berkshire Public Theatre floated down the Housatonic
aboard their raft, called The Jester.
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Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff
Steve Silverstein of the Music-Theatre Group blew an an-
cient horn in his Viking-style canoe at the Housatilla.
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